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Best Outdoor Furniture Materials: 

The Ultimate Consumer’s Guide 

 

How to Choose the Right Resilient, Weatherproof Materials for Your 

Unique Outdoor Living Space 

Before you shop for Patio Furniture, use this guide to focus on material choices first, to narrow them 

down to the best materials for your climate, and to suit your personal preferences. After you’ve 

determined which materials best fill your needs, then browse for design, style, color and size. This 

approach will empower you, rather than confuse you with overlapping but conflicting options.   
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It’s Patio Time! 
During the balmy spring and summer months, most of the 

lounging and grilling action is relocated outdoors. Amidst 

some of the most iconic signs of summer – checkered 

towels lining the bread basket, the sweating pitcher of 

fresh lemonade, and the ever-present cooler for ice cold 

brews, comes now the unifying factor – your upscale, 

comfy patio furniture.  

Patio furniture, or simply ‘outdoor furniture’ has become 

quite the omnipresent element across most decks, 

balconies, backyards, and lawns in the US.  The right patio 

furniture can make your outdoor living experience special, 

whether it’s throwing a weekend lawn party, or just 

relaxing with a book and enjoying some rare quiet time at 

home.  
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Back in the day, patio furniture consisted of a wooden picnic table and some a vinyl-woven aluminum 

lounge chairs that were hauled out of the garage, wiped off, and plunked down anywhere.  

Best Material Choices Today 
Luckily today, people who are searching for patio furniture now find themselves spoilt for choice. The 

many options in designs and materials may make choosing the perfect outdoor furniture set a confusing 

task. But it doesn’t have to be that way. Quite quickly, you can use this guide to choose the best 

outdoor furniture materials for your climate and your personal preferences.  

While elegant and comfortable, modern outdoor furniture is now specially made to be an investment; to 

withstand the elements anywhere in the US.  

Materials have undergone great scrutiny by manufacturers in the last ten years, and outdoor sofas, 

sectional, lounge chairs, patio dining sets, and deep seating of all manner are now made with the best 

materials to withstand extreme heat, frequent rain, high humidity, even snow and ice storms!  

The following lines will be your guide to the most worthy outdoor furniture materials. Waterproof 

outdoor furniture pieces are usually made of materials such as Mahogany, Teak, Cast Aluminum, PE 

Wicker, Plastic and PVC Wicker.   

Choosing Furniture – Indoor vs. Outdoor 

When it comes to choosing outdoor furniture, shoppers generally look at many of the same factors as 

when evaluating indoor furniture. First on your list of factors: durability, style and comfort. In addition 

to those more obvious factors, the primary difference when choosing outdoor furniture is its ability to 

endure exposure to the weather as its sits outside day after day.  

This is where your awareness of the many different materials and their capabilities plays a crucial role 

in helping you make the right choice for your unique situation.  

Factors to Consider in Choosing Patio Furniture Materials 

It is often assumed by shoppers that patio furniture will maintain its fresh new appearance, and its just-

manufactured structural integrity. The reality, however, is that this is often easier said than done. One of 

your top expectations of patio furniture is to withstand constant weather beating by the changing 

elements. So take a moment to consider the following factors when choosing the material for your patio 

furniture… 

Rain and Humidity 
Those who live in areas where there’s frequent rainfall or high humidity (think Seattle or Houston) will 

need to ensure that their patio furniture is resistant to the damages that come with frequent exposure 

to water.  

Water is an amazingly powerful force of nature. In fact, water is often the most destructive element in 

nature. If not constructed specifically to withstand its harsh effects, outdoor furniture can be easily 

corroded by water in any form, and its appearance and usefulness are diminished with time.  
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 Mold and Mildew — Fungi thrive in moist environments. Organic materials that are able to 

retain water are most susceptible to mold, which can also lead to health issues, such as 

respiratory problems. While mold and mildew typically do not cause harm to certain materials 

and can be easily cleaned, for some materials it can cause rot, which leads to the decomposition 

and biodegradation of those material.  

 Rust — Anything that’s made from steel or iron is normally vulnerable to rust and corrosion. 

Once exposed to water or humidity, the process of corrosive oxidation begins. This weakens the 

metal, which results in the visible discoloration and weakening of the metal. Salt in the air can 

accelerate this chemical process, which is why rusting of patio or outdoor furniture is more  

prevalent at coastal areas.  

 

Extreme Temperature 
If the area in which you live in is prone to dramatic seasonal climate shifts, you will have to look for 

materials that will withstand the damage caused by extreme hot (or cold) weather.  

 Fading — Constant exposure to the sun can lead to fading. Over time, some patio furniture can 

lose its luster and its appeal. Constant exposure to direct sun and extremely high temperatures 

can also lead to uneven spotting of some material, if not made from the best outdoor fabrics. 

 Cracking — Some materials expand and contract more than others when exposed to extremes 

of heat or cold. This leads to materials cracking, splitting or warping out of shape. Even dry air 

can cause some outdoor furniture material to crack or bend out of place.  

 Heat Retention — Some types of metal furniture that’s left out in the blazing sun for too long 

can really heat up - making them uncomfortable, even dangerous to sit on without a towel or 

cushions.  
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Wind 
Those who live in an especially windy area should ensure that the construction material they choose is 

actually heavy enough to not tip over and get damaged – or cause damage. This sounds simplistic, but it 

really is a threat, since it often doesn’t take that much to damage lightweight pieces.  

Durability 
Some materials are very sturdy and resilient, with the strength to last for many years; while others need 

to be replaced every few years. So another factor to consider is your intended usage of your outdoor 

furniture.  

For instance, if you tend to use it only sparingly, it will endure less wear and tear as compared to 

furniture that’s being used constantly, or used hard, typically by rambunctious kids and their friends – 

such as around a pool area. You can trust your intuition when selecting for more frequent or rougher 

use; choose the more durable construction and fabrics.  

Cleaning and Maintenance 
The aesthetics and functionality of patio furniture is also affected by how well they are cared for. Some 

materials, like Wicker, require more attention than do others, such as Teak. While some can be easily 

cleaned with water and soap, other materials do not require much upkeep at all. It is important for 

those who are shopping for patio furniture to be aware, and choose a material that requires only the 

maintenance you’re willing to take on.  

Materials - Strengths and Weaknesses  

Before you can decide on which patio furniture you’re going to buy, you’ll want to first consider the 

strengths and weaknesses of the material options. The following should help those who are looking for 

patio furniture which aligns their preference and personal style with the best patio furniture materials 

available.  

1. Teak and Ipe Wood 
Natural wood patio furniture will not only last for years, but it also naturally looks great. When it comes 

to wood patio furniture, water is going to be your greatest threat. You’ll want to maintain the stain or 

paint of the wood, to prevent damage from extreme temperatures or frequent rain.  

While Mahogany used to be a favorite choice, the two best options are now are generally teak and Ipe 

wood (pronounced ‘E-pay’). Teak has historically been used for boat building. Ipe is four times stronger 

than Teak, and has recently emerged as a sturdy favorite over Mahogany due to its strength and 

longevity. 

Both teak and Ipe wood come are harvested from mature trees, are low-maintenance choices, and are 

both well known for their incredible strength. The following are some things to keep in mind when 

choosing teak or Ipe wood patio furniture: 

 Color Range — The color range of teak ranges from honey gold to the standard dark brown. 

New Ipe wood is the color of chocolate. Sunlight slowly transforms the early chocolate brown 

hues into a silver patina that is just as elegant as Teak.  
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 Appearance — Teak wood typically has a straight grain, but a wavy grain teak is also not 

uncommon. On the other hand, Ipe wood comes in a tight grain, with pronounced patterns, and 

few or no visible knots. It is beautiful enough to be showcased in fine indoor pieces, such as 

cabinets by fine woodworkers. 

 

Ipe Wood has now out-favored Mahogany for Outdoor Furniture. 

Maintaining Wood Furniture 
When it comes to maintenance, both teak and Ipe wood will fade and turn grey when left outdoors a 

prolonged period of time. Many people love the rustic look of naturally ‘aged’ teak. It is one of those 

quietly elegant preferences most appreciated by sailors or yachtsmen/women. If that’s not you, 

restoring teak patio furniture is as simple as washing it with water and soap. Maintaining Ipe patio 

furniture is just as easy. 

It’s reliably estimated that teak patio furniture normally lasts for up to 80 years. Ipe is durable, insect 

resistant and decay resistant. It is known to be the longest lasting outdoor wood, so with easy 

maintenance, it will last just as long as Teak.  

2. Cast Aluminum 
Cast aluminum is another option when looking to create a comfortable and inviting patio setting. Cast 

aluminum patio furniture is both lightweight and sturdy.  

Cast iron is lighter than wrought iron, but slightly heavier than tubular frame aluminum, which makes it 

the perfect middle-weight option when it comes to choosing patio furniture.  
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Aluminum is known for being robust and durable, which means that you can expect your patio 

furniture to last for many years.  

 Textures and Colors — Unlike average aluminum furniture, cast aluminum patio furniture is 

poured hot into a mold. This method makes it easy to achieve fine details in its texture. Some of 

the most important styles include ornate shapes and sleek modern lines, which makes cast 

aluminum a stylish option for many homeowners. When it comes to colors, there’s an almost 

unlimited number of options and combinations, thanks to powder coating and painting.  

 Rust Proof — The beauty of cast aluminum patio furniture is that, unlike steel or iron, cast 

aluminum does not rust. So owners don’t have to bother with fixing rusted outdoor furniture. 

This is great news for folks who are living in humid climates, or near the coast where salt in the 

air can wreak havoc on metal furniture.  

Maintaining Cast Aluminum Furniture 
Cast aluminum is naturally robust because of its inability to catch rust. As a result, it does not require 

much maintenance. Owners can spray it down with a hose or wipe it with a damp cloth and soap to 

maintain its aesthetic appearance. However, it is important to touch up the surface of the cast 

aluminum occasionally to protect any scratches on the powder coating.  

3. Resin Wicker Furniture 
Not to be confused with the old wicker chair that grandpa used to sit on, resin wicker is made from 

synthetic materials. It is important here to note that wicker is not a material, but rather a type of 

weaving process. While both resin wicker and synthetic wicker are used interchangeably, there are 

many different qualities. For instance, High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) is the best quality synthetic 

wicker. HDPE resin wicker is nonporous, the synthetic fiber is dyed all the way through, which means the 

color is not likely to fade easily.  

Natural Wicker Vs Synthetic Wicker 
Natural wicker is made from the rattan vine, which is a species of climbing plant that grows in tropical 

climates. Natural wicker is suitable for both indoor and outdoor use. Since it is porous and can retain 

water, natural wicker will deteriorate when left outdoors. For use in patio furniture, synthetic wicker is 

the preferred option. Since it is a non-porous material, it will not succumb to the effects water. And it  

can be very easily cleaned.  

Difference Between PVC and HDPE 
PVC is a vinyl polymer that’s also used in plumbing pipes. Since its production is low cost, it is a cheaper 

option for manufacturing patio furniture. However, the lower price also means that the material is going 

to be prone to damage, such as scratching, denting and possibly fading over time. HDPE or high-density 

polyethylene is much stronger, with a higher level of tensile strength. HDPE is also more resistant to 

sunlight as compared to PVC, and is also lighter than PVC. Patio furniture made from HDPE is an 

affordable investment because of its durability and longevity which is far superior when compared to 

patio furniture made from PVC.  
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Resin Wicker Furniture by Lloyd Flanders 

4. Wrought Iron Furniture 
Iron has been the go-to material for building tools and buildings. Known for its durability and strength, 

it’s no secret that iron is also used for patio furniture. Not only is iron the heaviest of metals, which 

makes it more difficult to move around, it is also prone to rust. While iron patio furniture is long-

lasting, it requires a lot of maintenance and cleaning to keep it from rusting. Wrought iron also tends to 

easily heat up if exposed to extreme temperatures.  

 

Best Fabric for Outdoors 

Outdoor fabrics differ from the indoor variety since they are made to be more durable. Outdoor fabrics 

go through a special chemical treatment process to ensure that they are resistant to mildew and 

stains. Basically, outdoor fabrics are woven fibers which differ in both durability and strength. However, 

the primary difference between outdoor and indoor fabrics is that the latter goes through a special 

treatment process during its manufacturing that gives it extra strength and durability.  

Types of Fabric for Outdoor Furniture 
The following are some of the fabric options that are recommended for patio furniture: 

 Acrylic fabric 

 Sunbrella 

 Olefin fabric 

 Polyester fabric 

 Core foam (open and closed cell foam) 

http://www.lionheartseo.com/
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 Polyester foam 

 Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) foam 

 Polyurethane foam 

 

Sunbrella
R
 Essentials Collection - Sample 

What is Sunbrella Fabric? 
When buying outdoor fabric for patio furniture, one name that comes to the forefront is Sunbrella. 

Contrary to popular belief, Sunbrella is a brand of fabric, rather than a specific type. Sunbrella is a 100% 

solution dyed acrylic, which basically means that the fibers are dyed in a color solution before they are 

put through the weaving process. This makes the Sunbrella brand the perfect option for those who are 

searching for 100% acrylic fabrics for longevity in their patio furniture.  

One of the best things about Sunbrella fabric is that they do not promote mildew. If mildew appears, it is 

easily removed. Sunbrella fabric is also water-resistant, which means even if you leave your patio 

furniture uncovered during rainy season, water will bead up and simply roll off the fabric.  

Best Outdoor Brands  

The following are the names of some of the top selling patio furniture brands:  

 O.W.Lee 

 Castelle 

 Kingsley Bate 
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 Lane Venture 

 Lloyd Flanders 

 Patio Renaissance 

 GenSun 

 Jensen Leisure 

 Woodard 

 Winston 

 

As You Go Shopping… 

Now that you have plenty of information to choose the materials you prefer, you can start shopping for 

furniture with those materials in mind.  

The pieces you decide to purchase are, of course, your personal taste and preference. Your choices will 

reflect your personal style, as well as the overall look that you want to achieve with your outdoor living 

space. You’ll have many beautiful choices of styles and materials.  

Patio tables and chairs are made out of plastic, wood, wicker or metal, with tabletops made from glass, 

wood, stone, metal and plastic. You can choose between chairs that come with seat cushions or not. 

You can also choose whether you want to buy folding chairs, or go with a fixed position chair. Patio 

dining sets usually come with 4 to 6 chairs, and could also include loungers as well.  

The patio furniture you choose should be the ideal weight, durable for your climate, require cleaning 

and maintenance that you’re willing to take on, and weather-resistant to withstand the exposure it will 

get in your home setting. To protect people from the sun, manufacturers coordinate patio umbrella 

materials, which either come with the set or can be purchased separately later. 

Hopefully, these tips will provide you a good starting point to shop outdoor furniture –with your choice 

of materials that are the best fit for your environment.  
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